

Summary
Poor air quality is a significant threat to public health, the environment, and the economy of the region.   AB 2522 authorizes the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) to increase the surcharge on vehicle licensing fees to $30 annually, per motor vehicle.  
The funds generated will be used for incentive based air quality improvement programs to bring the San Joaquin Valley into compliance with State and Federal Air quality standards by the earliest practicable date.  
Background

The San Joaquin Valley suffers some of the worst air quality in the world, which poses a significant threat to public health, the environment, and the economy of the valley.  
The Valley has the third highest fine particulate matter levels in the U.S. and is home to four of the five worst ozone-polluted cities in the U.S.  One in three Valley families have a member with a respiratory ailment, and the poor air quality contributes to 460 deaths per year.  
The adverse economic impact of the Valley’s air quality is staggering, causing 192,000 missed school and workdays annually while saddling taxpayers with $3.2 billion per year in community health costs. Additionally, vehicles account for 80% of the smog causing NOx emitted in the Valley.  

 

The degree of difficulty for the Valley to meet state and federal ambient air quality standards requires an urgent and unified program that combines stricter clean air rules and regulations, as well as ongoing funding sources to clean up those sources that cannot be regulated effectively.  

Purpose

The San Joaquin Valley has the third highest fine            particulate matter levels in the U.S. and is home to four of the five worst ozone-polluted cities in the United States.  

AB 2522 provides significant additional funding to improve air quality standards for the San Joaquin Valley.  This is accomplished by increasing funds generated from ongoing, annual funding sources.   

 

AB 2522 requires the San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District (District) to increase fees with a goal of bring the San Joaquin Valley into compliance with State and Federal Air quality standards by the earliest practicable date.  These funds will be obtained by increasing fees assessed on mobile sources of air pollution.

 

The District will have the authority to increase the surcharge on vehicle licensing fees in an amount determined by the District, but no greater than $30 annually, per motor vehicle.  This increase is necessary in order to remediate air pollution harms caused by motor vehicles.  The current fee limit is $6. Additionally,  in order to ensure public accountability, AB 2522 requires annual audits of the Pollution Control District by the Bureau of State Audits. 

 AB 2522 requires that a minimum of 10% of the ongoing funding be used in environmental justice communities in the San Joaquin Valley.  These communities face high adverse health and environmental effects, which disproportionately impact minority and low-income populations.  
Providing these communities with appropriate funding will ensure that the AB 2522’s monies are distributed in a fair manner and that these communities are no longer left to carry the environmental burden of poor air quality without the proper financial assistance.

AB 2522 is needed for the health, the economy, and the people of the Valley.
 Supporters

American Lung Association

Planning and Conservation League
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District

Coalition for Clean Air

California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation

Union of Concerned Scientists

Tri-Valley CAREs

California League of Conservation Voters
Opposition

None on file
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